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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'OCEAN VIEW' BEACH PLUM 

The United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 
Service announces the naming and release of 'Ocean View' beach plum 
(Prunus maritima Marsh.) 

'Ocean View' beach plum (Prunus maritima Marsh.) originates from a 
cross of four superior strains that were selected from an assembly 
of 28 total seed accessions. They were selected for their 
exceptional survival, seedling vigor, foliage abundance, high level 
of disease and insect resistance, leaf retention, fruit production 
and cold tolerance. Ocean View has been field tested on coastal 
sandy sites from North Carolina to Maine. While the species Prunus 
maritima is commonly found qrowing within USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 
4b-8b, the cultivar Ocean View presently is being recommended for 
use within zones 5b-8b. The states of origin of these four 
superior strains are Delaware, New Jersey and Massachusetts. 

Description 

Ocean View is an upright, salt tolerant shrub which is densely 
branched. On sand dunes the lower branches are often buried by 
shifting sand and roots begin to develop from the branches, this is 
known as layering. From this layerin7 effect, beach plum can 
spread up to 6 m. 
exceeds 2.1 m in height, while inland it can reach heights of up to 
5.5 m. 

In a sand dune environment, this shrub rarely 

Ocean View has pale green foliage with alternate leaf and branching 
character. The serrated leaves are elliptical to ovate in shape; 
they range from 3.8 cm to 6.4 cm long and half as wide. The 
underside of the leaves are covered with fine hairs and paler than 
above, while the upper surface is rough and ridged. 

In early spring, before the leaf buds break, axillary clusters of 
snowy-white blooms emerge. These flowers are . 6  cm to 1.9 cm in 
diameter, and cover the actively growing crown of the shrub. 
to falling off, these flowers take on a pink hue. At about the 
time the flowers drop off, the leaves emerge, protecting the 
developing fruit. 

Prior 



On stable, coastal sand dunes, Ocean View seedlings should be 
planted at a depth of approximately 5 cm above the root collar, and 
no deeper than the root collar on inland soils. Fertilization is 
recommended for good establishment and vigorous plant growth. On 
back dune sites, it is also recommended that the fertilizer be 
applied to individual plants rather than the broadcast method. 
Broadcast applications in test plots have promoted dense stands of 
pioneering dune grasses, and have marginally improved the growth of 
back dune shrubs. 
competing the seedlings during the establishment period. 

The spacing which Ocean View beach plum is planted should be based 
on its intended use. 
Ocean View should be placed 1.2 m to 1.8 m apart to provide a dense 
barrier of protective vegetation. When used inland for residential 
areas or wildlife plots, Ocean View should be planted 1.8 m to 2.4 
m apart. 

Foundation seed and plants will be produced by the Soil 
Conservation Service at the Cape May Plant Materials Center, 1536 
Route 9 North, Cape May Court House, New Jersey 08210. Foundation 
seed will be available to commercial nurseries in January 1993. 

This is probably due to the grasses out 

On back dune planting sites, the plants of 
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offered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, 
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